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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S SPEECH ON AFRICA - LESOTHO REACTIONS (III) 

REF: A. STATE 153476, B. MASERU 0967, C. MASERU 1002, 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: THE ASSISTANT SECRETARIES FROM THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAD VARYING REACTIONS TO THE SECRETARY'S SPEECH, 
BUT ALL AGREED IT WOULD BE SEEN AS DISAPPOINTING BY THE LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS. THERE WAS ALSO GENERAL ENTHUSIASM FOR THE NEW POLICY. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. MRS. THAKANE CHIMOMBE, AMERICAN DESK OFFICER, FELT THE SPEECH 
WAS A VERY GOOD EXPLANATION FOR NOT GIVING ARMS AID. SHE 
PERSONALLY AGREES WITH THIS POLICY, BUT FEELS SHE IS IN A MINORITY 
AND THAT THE VARIOUS LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS 
WOULD BE EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED BY THIS PART OF THE POLICY. 

3. MR. TSELISO SAKANTSI, ASIAN DESK OFFICSR AND OUTSPOKEN RADICAL, 
SAW THE SPEECH AS REFLECTING A POSITIVE CHANGE IN U.S. 
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FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA SINCE IT NO 
LONGER SEEMS THAT THE U.S. WILL PLAY, WHAT WAS IN SEKANTSTS 
OPINION, A PROTECTIONIST ROLE TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA. HOWEVER, HE 
SEES NO HOPE FOR A PEACEFUL OR NEGOTIATED CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
AND FEELS VERY STRONGLY THAT IT WOULD BE IN USG'S BEST INTEREST 
TO SUPPPY ARMS TO AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS SINCE THEY WILL 
GET ARMS FRMM WHATEVER SOURCE IS AVAILABLE. THE SOURCE IS MOST 
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LIKELY TO BE CUBA OR U.S.S.R. IF USG REFUSEE. HE FELT IT WAS 
CORRECT NOT TO HAVE A FOREIGN POLICY BASED ON REACTING TO THE 
U.S.S.R.'S OR CUBA'S ACTIVITIES, BUT THAT THE U.S. SHOULD USE ITS 
WORLD LEADERSHIPPOSITION TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN HELPING THE 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: THE YOUNGER OFFICIALS ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE MORE 
SENIOR OFFICIALS IN THEIR ENTHUSIASM FOR THE NEW POLICY, 

ALTHOUGH BOTH GROUPS HAVE THEIR MISGIVINGS. THE YOUNGER OFFICERS 
FEEL THAT THE U.S. HAS MORE POWER AND INFLUENCE THAN IT IS WILLING 

TO USE, AND THAT USG IS POSSIBLY MAKING A MISTAKE VIS-A-VIS THE 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND THEIR FUTURE IN AFRICA. U.S. CREDIBILITY 
WITH YOUNGER OFFICERS IS DEPENDENT ON ACTIONS AND THE PRESENT 
GOODWILL COULD EVAPORATE QUICKLY IF ACTION IS NOT FORTHCOMING. 
STOKES 
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